Central Montcalm Public School

Board of Education

Minutes of April 22, 2019

The regular meeting of the Central Montcalm Public School Board of Education was called to order by President Simpson in the Media Center at the High School on April 22, 2019 at approximately 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Present:  Jim Rogers, Bill Simpson, Brandy Ryan, Brennan Bowen, Jamie Hopkins, Bill Collins.  Absent:  Jim Lingeman.  

The regular meeting minutes of March March 18, 2019, were approved as submitted.  The Finance Report for the month ended March 31, 2019, be approved.  Motion by Collins, supported by Bowen, to ratify the payment of bills for March,  2019, in the amount of $1,199,571.31.  Those in favor 6, opposed 0.  Motion carried.  

Superintendent Meinhardt shared some highlights from the calendar of events.  Athletic Director Kearney recognized student athletes for their Fall season and their achievements, including “All Conference” and “CSAA State Champions, among others.   Mrs. Cynthia Wheeler-Gough, social worker, presented the District’s “Peer-2-Peer” program, elaborating on their mission and Student accomplishments.  Student council representatives shared upcoming activities in the high school.  No communications were received from the public.  
Motion by Hopkins, supported by Rogers, to approve the following consent agenda items:  

1. To accept the retirement letter of Lewis Miller from his custodial position, effective August 1, 2019. 

2. To accept the retirement letter of Donna Minikey from her teaching position, effective June 8, 2019.

3. To accept the resignation of Stephanie Huested from her paraprofessional position, effective May 3, 2019.  

4. To accept a letters of resignation from DSIT representatives, effective June 30, 2019, as follows:  

April Holman, Kris Kolbe, Susan Kearney, Shannon Bowen, Barbara Christensen, and Karen Hazekamp.  

5. To employ the following as DSIT representatives of their respective buildings, effective the 2019-2020 school year: Julie Schafer, Erin Blumberg, Jamie Bozung, Elizabeth Adams, Shannon Oswald, Angela Breese, Krista Johnson and Robin Bennett.  
6. To approve contract renewals for professional administrative staff, as well as the Directors of Food Service, Technology and Transportation.  
7. To approve contract renewals for central office administration by extending contracts for an additional year.

8. To employ Scott Cripe as a probationary teacher, effective 2019-2020 school year, contingent upon criminal background and unprofessional conduct checks.  

9. To consider the request of Shannon Buskirk for an unpaid leave due to the recent family illness/funeral for 

April 1 through 5, 2019.  

Those in favor 6, opposed 0.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Brennan Bowen reported on a recent meeting of the Operations Committee.  The recently installed LED lighting has resulted in substantial savings.  Discussions have started for Phase 2 of the bond project.  He shared that the District was successful in their pursuit of a School Safety Grant for 2019.  The Michigan State Police awarded $146,311 to facilitate the purchase and installation of intercom systems, shatter resistant film/lass, exterior doorways and signage throughout the District.  
Superintendent Meinhardt discussed a couple of options for consideration in connection with the non-homestead millage renewal.  Consensus of the Board was to authorize Superintendent to seek ballot language to “renew” the current millage rate as opposed to a slight increase.   
The Board received the proposed budget for the Montcalm Area ISD for their review.  Simpson indicated a resolution will be presented at May’s meeting for their disapproval or support of the budget.  
No comments were received from the public.    
Motion by Collins, supported by Ryan, that the Board enter into executive session to discuss strategy in order to reach a collective bargaining agreement.  Those in favor 6, opposed 0.  Motion carried.  The Board entered into executive session at 7:48 p.m.  

Motion by Hopkins, supported by Rogers, that the Board return to regular meeting.  Those in favor 6, opposed 0.  Motion carried.  The Board returned to regular meeting at 9:30 p.m.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Collins

Secretary

